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How should we address the homeless crisis?
I really like Mayor Caldwell’s ideas regarding lower-

ing the income eligibility criteria for affordable hous-
ing, “micro units,” allowing “ohana zoning” even for 
unrelated persons, and creating a campground for the 
homeless.  I would also support these measures on a 
statewide level, and add legalizing trailer parks to the 
list of potential solutions.
You have been a strong advocate for children. Do you 
have any bills you are working on in this area?

Yes.  Last year I introduced a bill to streamline the 
process to obtain a legal guardianship of a child at the 
request of advocates on the Waianae Coast.  I plan to re-
introduce this measure, with fine-tuning.  The problem 
is that the courts now require notification of all adult 
siblings to obtain a guardianship, whereas this is not 
required in an adoption.  In addition, for a child born 
out of wedlock, a father who has abandoned the fam-
ily does not have to be notified in an adoption.  This 
should also be true for minor guardianships.

You were recognized as “Outstanding Woman Lawyer 
of the Year” in 2013 by Hawaii Women Lawyers. Do 
you have any plans for legislation to help women?

Yes.  I plan to re-introduce legislation to allow un-
married women to access in-vitro fertilization (IVF) 
treatment through their health insurance plans, and 
to liberalize eligibility requirements for IVF.  I am also 
working on a measure to eliminate the requirement to 
file a paternity lawsuit to obtain a birth certificate for a 
child born via IVF.  Furthermore, I plan to re-introduce 
legislation to allow women (and men) to obtain their 
marital share of state workers’ retirement plans when 
filing for divorce.  Currently, the state’s “Employees’ 
Retirement System” (ERS) benefits are prohibited from 
being divided in divorces, which creates a hardship for 
impoverished divorcing spouses.
You have been endorsed by the Sierra Club’s HI
chapter throughout your political career.  What kind
of environmental legislation are you working on?

I plan to continue working with Senator Kalani Eng-
lish on two pieces of legislation. The first aims to ex-
pand the use of individual wastewater treatment sys-
tems, such as compost toilets, by grandfathering them 
in if they pre-date county sewer lines.  The second piece 
concerns the indigenous architecture/natural building 
code for residential structures which the Legislature 
mandated several years ago.  I will continue to push 
the city to implement this legislation.  Furthermore, I 
would like to follow the City’s lead to get “butts off the 
beach,” by banning cigarettes at county parks.  I think 
the state should do the same at its parks.   

What policies will you pursue to protect Native
Hawaiian historic sites and burials?

I plan to re-introduce a bill to protect taro lands from 
development. I would support re-introducing OHA's 
bill regarding remnant public lands.  This bill sought 
to amend the definition of "remnant" land to revoke 
DLNR's authority for direct disposition of public land 
that is culturally significant and not a liability, and to 
require adherence to the constitutional mandate to con-
serve and protect natural resources.  I would also sup-
port re-introducing OHA's bill to clarify statutory pro-

Q & A With Senator Maile Shimabukuro Part II
visions relating to composition and quorum of island 
burial councils.
Should state charter schools receive funding to defray 
facilities costs?

Yes.  My son attends Ka Waihona o ka Nà auao public 
charter school, and they need to build more classrooms 
to accommodate the many students on their waiting 
list.  I know that all the charter schools struggle without 
facilities funding.
What policies would you pursue to expand the use of 
the Hawaiian language?

 I will continue to support OHA's immersion testing 
bill, which would require the DOE to develop annual 
assessments in the Hawaiian language in language 
arts and mathematics for immersion students in grades 
three through six, and in science for immersion stu-
dents in grade four. The bill also requires the DOE to 
work with the Hawaiian language community to estab-
lish procedures for the development of the assessments.  
I also support current efforts on the Waianae Coast to 
expand Hawaiian immersion to encompass P-20 grade 
levels (ie, preschool through college). Further, I believe 
that all public schools should offer Hawaiian language, 
or at least allow students to take Hawaiian elsewhere to 
satisfy their elective credits.
In 2012, the state conveyed 30 acres of lands in Kaka‘ako 
Makai to OHA to resolve the state’s $200-million debt 
to OHA. What will you do to help OHA generate suf-
ficient revenue from these lands to meet its mandate to 
better the conditions of Native Hawaiians?

I supported OHA's efforts to allow some residential 
development on those lands, and will continue to do so.  
In the alternative, I would support efforts to identify 
alternative lands to convey to OHA to help it generate 
sufficient revenues to meet its mandate.

"Maile supports the working class.  That's why HGEA has 
endorsed her from the very beginning."
-- Gregory Peterson and Erika Liashenko, Wai‘anae Coast 
residents and HGEA members (pictured with Maile)

"Maile has a deep respect and love for our host culture." 
-- Kapua Keliikoa-Kamai and Georgette Stevens (pictured 
with Maile)

"Maile is a true public servant." 
-- Lika Jordan and Georgia Campbell (pictured with Maile)

"Thank you Maile 
for giving back 
so much to the 
community!" 
-- Earlyn and 
Hiram Kamana, 
Nänäkuli
residents

"I know Maile 
values our 

natural
environment." 
-- Keoni Ford, 

Wai‘anae 
Coast

resident


